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Concept Note 
 

On International Conference 

From Fragility to Empowerment: 20 years of Women, Peace and Security Agenda 

15 December 2020, Online, via zoom 

Organized by RWLSEE and UN Women with support of Swedish Government 

  

Background  

 

This year we mark the 20th anniversary of United Nations Security Council resolution 1325 rightly 

considered a groundbreaking resolution in support of women’s leadership and empowerment in 

peace and security processes. Over the years, the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) Agenda 

has been a ground platform in our efforts to empower women and promote gender equality, through 

working to increase women’s participation in politics and decision making and advancing 

peacebuilding, democratic governance and European and Euro-Atlantic integration of countries in 

the post-conflict region of Western Balkans. We as Regional Women’s Lobby in South East Europe 

(RWLSEE) adopted the ‘WPS and Justice Agenda’ to be able to respond to post-conflict challenges 

in empowering women but also to be able to help build peaceful, just and prosperous future in the 

region. RWLSEE approach since the beginning in 2006 was that WPS agenda and peacebuilding 

agenda should go hand by hand as they are interlinked and conditioned from each other.  

 

RWLSEE and its members played a crucial role in helping peacebuilding and democracy building, 

including post-conflict reconstruction, healing wounds of tragic wars, transitional justice and 

reconciliation. Our major focus was in empowering women in politics, decision making and formal 

peace processes because we believe that women’s voice and political power is a crucial condition 

for ensuring durable peace and development agendas as well as for achieving gender inclusive 

policy change and outcome, that benefits both women and peace. Through regional cooperation 

of women leaders in politics and civil society we succeeded to contribute in advancing the WPS 

agenda and influenced in shaping policies on gender equality and peacebuilding in countries and 

entire region.  

 

We adopted “WPS and Justice” agenda to ensure transformative justice serving post-war 

reparations and reconciliation with special focus on redressing and seeking international justice to 

women victims of rape during wars in Balkan, and for perpetrators to not go unpunished. Our 

approach to peace is from the perspective of sustainability thus we have been focusing in 

addressing socioeconomic needs of citizens through localizing peacebuilding and providing inter-

ethic dialogue platforms for trust-building and reconciliation. Our work on advancing WPS agenda 

was part of overall efforts of all relevant actors in the region, and we are proud of our contribution 

in this joint work.  

 

Twenty years after, the situation of women in the Western Balkans looks discouraging because 

the gender equality is far from being real. Women are still largely absent from decision making and 

formal peace processes, despite their proven capacities and contribution in making changes for  
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peace and a better future. The role of women remains undervalued and marginalized, which is 

intolerable. Deep gender inequality continues to shape the public life while civil society 

organizations suffer from insufficient support. Today, women are mostly given a space in 

parliaments, local assemblies and public administration, thanks mainly to quota as their own 

achievement. This is not a real empowerment, even impacts negatively because it serves as 

appeasing to public conscious about gender balance. The danger is that empowerment of women 

often translates only into women in parliaments while governments continue to be dominated by 

men.  

 

In global terms, the WPS agenda has moved forward with some relevant achievements, but we 

are yet far from reaching our goals. There are more commitments then real empowerment of 

women. Significant challenges are ahead of us and we must look for innovative ways of addressing 

these challenges that will shorten the road to gender equality and real empowerment of women. 

This is a time to increase political will and financial resources for WPS agenda and the goals of 

gender equality to come true sooner.  

 

This historic anniversary is a moment of reflection on the past, but more an opportunity to look 

toward the future and address the existing barriers to the implementation of WPS agenda. The 

anniversary has found the world with a global pandemic, whereas has found our region with 

unfinished peace, growing nationalism and illiberal values, fragile democratic governance, 

corruption and autocracy. An insecure region of Western Balkans, with growing security challenges 

of geopolitics, ongoing global pandemics COVID-19 and delayed European and Euro-Atlantic 

integration threatens to push aside the WPS agenda and hamper our efforts in meaningful 

empowerment and gender equality. 

 

Activity  

 

It is against this background that the RWLSEE and UN Women with generous financial support of 

Swedish Government are organizing the International Conference on the 20th anniversary of the 

UNSCR 1325, to take stock of the progress made in the implementation of the Women Peace and 

Security Agenda in the Western Balkans, to address old and new challenges and to look on ways 

forward in achieving our goals.  

 

The International Conference, titled “From Fragility to Empowerment: 20 years of Women, Peace 

and Security Agenda” will provide a platform for discussion and sharing ideas from women of 

diverse background across the borders and international advocates and experts in search for new 

strategies and pathways for accelerating the implementation of WPS agenda and overall gender 

equality. The international conference is an opportunity to reflect on the past and discuss the future 

of gender equality. While recognizing today’s achievements, it will look specifically for new ideas 

and strategies that will shorten the road to gender equality, peace, stability, reconciliation and 

European and Euro-Atlantic future of the Western Balkans countries and entire region. Main 

concerns relate to unsustainability and fragility which were once again displayed in a way as how 

this pandemic worsened gender inequality and weakened the process of women’s empowerment. 
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The RWLSEE representatives from seven focus countries will share country reports on “20 years 

of WPS Agenda, achievements, challenges and way forward” followed with open debate by all 

participants in discussing and coming to joint set of regional recommendations in support of WPS 

agenda for the future. A call for further enhancement of the efforts and commitments at the 

promotion and protection of women’s rights and gender equality in decision making and 

peacebuilding will be a key political message addressed to policy makers and decision makers at 

national, local and international levels. 

 

The RWLSEE platform, part of which is this international conference, is carried out within the 

framework of the UN Women and Swedish Government/SIDA supported project “Women’s political 

empowerment, participation in and contribution to peace and security processes in the Western 

Balkans, phase IV". The activity contributes to the implementation of the women peace and 

security agenda (WPS), UNSCRC 1325 and others, UN Women Generation Equality Agenda, 

Sustainable Development Goals 2030 and other UN and EU instruments for gender equality. 

 

Goal and Objectives 

 

The overall goal will be to increase meaningful participation of women in politics, decision making 

and peace processes, and to advance democratic governance, peacebuilding, transitional justice, 

reconciliation and European and Euro-Atlantic integration of countries in the post-conflict region of 

Western Balkans. The Conference will be stocktaking and renewing commitments for achieving 

gender equality and, full and effective implementation of the WPS agenda in the future, in the light 

of 20th anniversary of the UNSCR 1325 on women, peace and security and in global pandemic 

context. The Conference will look at ways forward toward in shortening the road to gender equality. 

It also provides an opportunity to look at progress and challenges in each of seven focus countries 

of the RWLSEE and to identify key recommendations and solutions to increase women’s 

participation in politics, decision making, formal negotiating tables as well as in strengthening 

peacebuilding, democratic governance, security, justice, reconciliation and overall stability and 

wellbeing.  

 

Specific objectives 

The specific objectives of the conference will be: 

 

1. To raise awareness and exert women’s influence on the need to multiply Western Balkan’s 

efforts to ensure gender equality and women’s inclusion in all aspects of our peace, security 

and justice agenda, taking into account pandemics consequences and a need for a gender 

responsive recovery plan. 

2.  To discuss and develop recommendations for full and effective implementation of WPS 

and Justice Agenda and gender equality in all other relevant areas including economy, 

social issues, education and culture, in post-conflict societies and in pandemics context, as 

well as how, to put women at the center of leadership efforts and decision making for 

advancing a peaceful, just and prosperous future in the region and beyond. 
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3. To issue a publication titled “20 years of WPS agenda in the Western Balkans – RWLSEE’s 

regional report on seven focus countries and regional recommendations”, documenting all  

 

key achievements, highlighting challenges, and providing set of regional recommendations 

for the future in four areas (a. Politics, decision making and peacebuilding, b. Security c. In 

Justice /Transitional justice and Reconciliation d. European and Euro-Atlantic Integration) 

4. To prioritize issues and identify how to strategically bring the identified recommendations 

forward 

 

Expected result 

 

Expected result of this International Conference is a common statement on the future of WPS 

agenda twenty years after, a regional report on 20 years of WPS agenda and, set of actionable 

recommendations at regional and national level on women’s equal participation in politics, decision 

making, peacebuilding and formal peace negotiating tables, as well as, full gender equality in all 

spheres of life, politics, justice, economy, security, social affairs and issues of transitional justice 

which remain largely unaddressed, particularly about rape of women in last conflicts in Balkans 

during the process of disintegration of former Yugoslavia, which should bring restored dignity and 

support for victims and punishment for perpetrators. A specific recommendation will be made on 

gender responsive socio-economic recovery plan of COVID-19. 

 

Methodology and Participants 

 

The RWLSEE and UN Women will bring together broader list of participants, as women leaders in 

politics and civil society, parliaments, governments, local governments, national and international 

experts and advocates on gender equality and women's empowerment, RWLSEE Steering 

Committee and all members from the RWLSEE focus countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia), Representatives of UN Women, Swedish 

Government and Embassy of Sweden in Kosovo  other UN agencies and international 

organizations 

 

The discussions will take place in plenary sessions with topics as per agenda. There will be also 

an open interactive debate with all participants to allow for them to share their views and ideas and 

specific recommendations on advancing WPS agenda, in this historic anniversary conference. 

 

Place and date of the event 

 

Online via zoom due to pandemic conditions. Date December 15, 2020.  


