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Date: September 15, 2018
CONCEPT NOTE
Background and justification

The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) through its regional
project “Women’s political empowerment, participation in and contribution to peace and security processes in
the Western Balkans” supports existing and emerging Western Balkan networks in order to strengthen
cooperation, coordination and capacities to jointly work on sub-regional issues dedicated to enhancing the women,
peace and security agenda. These networks include the Regional Women’s Lobby for Peace, Security and Justice in
South East Europe (RWL SEE), dedicated to peace building and democratic reforms, the implementation of the
women, peace and security agenda and transitional justice.

UN Women has supported the establishment and development of the RWL SEE since its foundation in 2006 as an
advocate and lobbyist for women, peace and security in Southeast Europe at local, national and regional levels. It is
a regional women peace building organization and as such is a unique in the region and beyond. RWL SEE members
are prominent and influential women in politics and women human rights activists from Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia.

Committed to empowering women and gender equality by including a gender perspective in all policies and
activities in the region, the goal of the RWL SEE is to strengthen the position of women in decision-making, peace
and security processes in the post-conflict settings, while simultaneously advancing processes of peace building,
democratization, justice and reconciliation in the region, thus contributing to the implementation of UNSCR 1325.
The RWL SEE is dedicated to ensuring sustainable peace and security through thorough reforms in order to
accelerate the European and Euro-Atlantic integration in the region.

The RWL SEE network includes women from high level political and civil society levels, Ministers, Members of
Parliament, senior government officials and civil society activists from across the Western Balkans. Committed to
the goals of peace and stability, inclusive human security, breaking the barriers of ethnocentric politics and the
promotion of women's rights and gender equality, with an emphasis on women'’s participation in decision-making
processes, the RWL SEE has proven to be an important voice of women in political, peace building and
reconciliation processes throughout the region.

The RWL SEE has an Advisory Board?, composed of prominent international figures, peace advocates and politicians,
who contribute knowledge and expertise to strengthen the work of RWL SEE and supports its mission and strategies.

1 Advisory Board Members: Dr. Ursula Plassnik, Ambasador, France / Former Austrian Foreign Minister; Elisabeth Rehn,
former Finnish Minister of Defense and UN Human Rights Envoy in the Balkans; Osnat Lubrani UN Resident Coordinator, UNDP
Resident Representative, Multi-Country Office, Fiji; Franziska Brantner, Member of the European Parliament; Mirjana Feric-
Vac, Vice-President of Socialist International (SI) and Vice-President of S| Women in Central and Eastern Europe and South-East
Europe; Ana Maria Gomes, Member of the European Parliament and Vice-Chairwoman of the Subcommittee on Security and
Defense; Luisa Morgantini, Former Vice-President of the European Parliament; Doris Pack, Member of the European
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This Advisory Board can be mobilized to support issues in accordance with their spheres of influence and areas of
expertise.

Recognized as a strong peace building organization for women, peace and security by international, regional and
national institutions, the RWL SEE serves as a model for promotion of regional cooperation across differences along
political and ethnic lines for building of a better future, even in the aftermath of wars and conflicts. The RWL SEE
focuses on supporting peace processes, particularly the implementation of peace agreements in the region of the
Western Balkans such as the Brussels Agreements, and Ohrid Agreement, and earlier agreements such as Dayton
Agreement, Rambouillet Agreement and Erdut Agreement as well as in building bridges and dialogues between
politicians of different groups, which remains a rarity in the region of Southeast Europe.

As part of its peace building goals and advocacy campaign to advance peace and stability in the region of the
Western Balkans, the RWL SEE in close collaboration with UN Women held a roundtable dialogue entitled “Women,
Regional Cooperation and European Integration” on June 14, 2018, in Budva, Montenegro. The participants met to
identify ways for women to play a greater role in peace-building specifically with regards to the implementation of
Brussels Dialogue on normalization of relations between Kosovo and Serbia, and European Integration of the
Western Balkans.

This roundtable was organized as a follow-up to a number of interethnic dialogues that were held previously and
focused on fostering constructive regional dialogue between women politicians in the Western Balkans.

As such, the Regional Roundtable Dialogue served as a forum to establish a direct dialogue, strengthen cooperation
and communication between women political leaders from different political parties across the region. The main
goal of the conference was to identify ways for forging sustainable peacebuilding and European Integration of
across the Western Balkan, with women playing a central and meaningful role as decision-makers in these
important peace and political processes. Further, it highlighted the importance of peaceful relations, good
neighborhood and regional cooperation as key criteria for European Integration. As mentioned above, strong
emphasis was given to the EU facilitated dialogue on normalization of relations between Kosovo and Serbia
(Brussels Dialogue), as a key contribution to peace and stability in the region, and as a way of accelerating
European Integration. The empowerment of women in democratic governance and peace building throughout the
region as well as peace building at local level, both essential for inclusive and sustainable peace and security, were
addressed at this conference.

Due to its constructive and dialogue-oriented spirit, the regional roundtable in Budva showed not only the
importance, value and need of such a forum, but also paved the way for further and more intensive dialogue
among women. To meet this need of enhancing mutual understanding and to identify ways in which women can
empower other women in decision making and peace building and in advancing sustainable peace and stability,
regional cooperation and good neighborly relations in the Western Balkans, a follow up regional roundtable is
planned for September 15, 2018, organized by UN Women and RWL SEE. Participants will include RWL SEE Steering
Committee members, women politicians from the region, Members of Parliament from Kosovo and Serbia, from

Parliament; previous Chair-woman of the Delegation for Relations with South-Eastern Europe; Flora Macula, Head of UN
Women Kosovo.
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different political parties, including leading one, as way forward to decision making and other officials and civil
society representatives from across the RWL SEE region including Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo,
Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia.

This follow up roundtable is part of a strategy envisaging a larger regional dialogue conference involving women
politicians from Kosovo and Serbia planned to be held in mid-November 2018 and continued follow-up activities in
the first half of 2019.

By implementing the foreseen activities, the project will contribute to the political empowerment of women,
strengthened and more inclusive peace-building processes across the Western Balkans.

A real challenge is the continuously sensitive political situation between Kosovo and Serbia. This project aims at
contributing to fostering of dialogue and greater mutual understanding, while simultaneously offering support for
finding a final legally binding agreement between parties.

Ultimately, the aim of this series of roundtables is to further foster normalization and peaceful relations between
Kosovo and Serbia within the framework of the Brussels dialogue. Besides that, these platforms also serve as
inspiration for women from other context to get engaged and involved in local peace building process. The
outstanding experience of women politicians and civil society representatives from the region will provide for the
exchange and sharing of relevant experiences, good practices and best models of peace building applied in the
region as well as lessons learned from the past. The crucial role of women engaged in local peace building
processes will be further addressed and enhanced, having in mind that sustainable peace building processes
require the engagement of women at all levels. The focus in this regard will be on how to increase women'’s
participation in the forthcoming final stage of Brussels dialogue which in its past seven years largely failed to
include women, except for the chief negotiator on Kosovo's side for seven years being a woman.

In line with its past events, and using its regional platform and representation, the RWL SEE initiative constitutes a
valuable forum for women politicians/Members of Parliament from Kosovo and Serbia to explore ways to
overcome long-lasting disagreements and simultaneously to improve their effectiveness and influence in decision-
making. This action falls within the scope of the RWL SEE’s mission of facilitating and promoting peace, stability,
good neighbourly relations and regional cooperation in the Western Balkans as key European standards for
European integration and conducive to the newly launched EU strategy for enlargement. RWL SEE’s position is that
women should have a central and meaningful role and be equally represented in these important processes
ensuring a European and Euro-Atlantic future across the region.

The RWL SEE features solid achievements in such peace efforts, as it has already organized several inter-ethnic
dialogues with women from across the region and has worked to enhance the localization of peace building efforts.
Multiple actions stemming from RWL SEE strategic dialogues between women representatives from the Serb
majority municipalities in Kosovo and Ms. Edita Tahiri, Former Minister for Dialogue for Kosovo and Chief
Negotiator at the EU- facilitated and US-supported Brussels Dialogue with Serbia, have already been successfully
implemented at the municipal level. The RWL SEE has organized similar inter-ethnic dialogues in Macedonia to
support women to play a role in overcoming the latest political crisis in Macedonia and to promote human rights
and harmony.
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More specifically, throughout the years and with continuous support from UNWOMEN and generous funding from
Sweden, Norway and Finland, the RWL SEE has organized several regional conferences as per the following detail:

e Women in Post-Conflict Situations (2008) in Pristina, Kosovo;

e Women and Peace building in the WB (2010) in Skopje, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;

e Access to Justice of Women in Post-Conflict Countries (2012) in Zagreb, Croatia;

e On the Road to Empowering Women in Politics, Peace Processes and EU Integration (2014) in Saranda,
Albania;

e “Regional Dialogue between Women MPs from Serbia and Kosovo — With Women and Community
Representatives from Four Northern Municipalities in Kosovo (2015) Mitrovica, Kosovo;

e “Importance and Role of Women in Macedonia and Euro Integration Process (2015) Skopje, former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia; “Empowering Women for Regional Stability” (2015) Pristina, Kosovo;

e “Kosovo Women Working Together for European Integration” (2016), Pristina, Kosovo;

e “Women in decision-making at local level / Role of women mayors as potential agents of change” (2016)
Tetovo, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

o “Empowering Women for Regional Stability” (2015) Pristina, Kosovo;

e “Kosovo Women Working Together for European Integration” (2016), Pristina, Kosovo;

e “Women in decision-making at local level / Role of women mayors as potential agents of change” (2016)
Tetovo, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;

e Roundtable on Peace Building Efforts at Municipal level (2017) Pristina, Kosovo;

e “Women Together in Support to Women, Peace and EU Integration”— Advancing women’s position and
multiethnic cooperation at local level (2018) Pristina, Kosovo;

e Women, regional cooperation and European integration - Fostering regional dialogue between women
politicians in the Western Balkans (2018), Budva, Montenegro.

All abovementioned conferences were followed by an agreement by all participants on a conference declaration
highlighting the main decision points but also on the commitment to continue and intensify networking and
strengthening of the cooperation among all relevant stakeholders, which is crucial for the stabilization of the region
and strengthening of its European perspective. In particular, through the interethnic dialogues at municipal level,
considerable improvements in interethnic cooperation between women of different communities in Kosovo were
made. Participants committed to support the relevant stakeholders in addressing issues such as countering and
preventing violent extremism and promoting peacebuilding at municipal levels, but also developed concrete
recommendations with regard to the enhancement of women’s access to, participation and role in peace and security
related processes in the region.

To continue with and enhance peace building and trust-building dialogues, during the preceding roundtable meeting
in Budva, participants expressed the importance of and agreed on the need for follow up meetings for attainment of
the goals stated above. Participants stressed the relevance of extend the participation in such dialogue meetings to
artists, peace activist and ethnic minorities. Fostering open and sincere political dialogues between major
stakeholders is key for achieving and advancing sustainable peace and stability in the region and strengthening
Kosovo’s and Serbia’s democratic institutions in the process of their European integration.
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Expected results:

Women from all communities in Kosovo develop their skills on negotiation / mediation and joint activities
with communities intrust and peace building.

Enhanced trust building and interethnic dialogue and interaction between women politicians from Kosovo
and Serbia that will be beneficial for all communities in Kosovo and Serbia

A Joint Declaration on the main findings and recommendations from the regional dialogue Conference will
be developed- -and shared through the RWL SEE networks to the Governments of Serbia and Kosovo and
the region, the EU, the UN, and other relevant International Organisations.

Continuation of establishment of links between women in politics from Kosovo and Serbia for continued

peace-building and prosperity

Commitment for increasing, intensifying and strengthening of the regional networking and cooperation
among women political leaders from Kosovo and Serbia as well as throughout the Western Balkans region
will be demonstrated

New perspectives on how to further empower women in decision making, democratic governance and
peacebuilding will continue to be discussed and enhanced.

Results from the high-level conference will also be transmitted widely and discussed during the 2019 United
Nations Global Open Day on Women, Peace and Security co-organised by UN Women and the UN Mission in
Kosovo.
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