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European Union* EXTERNAL ACTION

Brussels, 26 August 2020

Dear Members of the RWLSEE's Steering Committee,

Thank you for your letter regarding the crucial role that women have played and continue to
play in building peace, not least in the context of the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue.

The European Union (EU) is committed to implement and encourage initiatives, policies and
programmes in accordance with United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325.
As you know, this Resolution rightly identifies women as indispensable actors in peace-
building and conflict mediation, and calls for their increased involvement at all decision-making
levels.

My tenure as President of the UN General Assembly strengthened my belief that gender
equality and the inclusion of women in all stages of peace-building are critical to achieve
sustainable peace. I was pleased to be able to undedine again the role of women in peace
processes during the 2019 Slovak Chairmanship of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). One of my highlights as the OSCE's Chairman-in-Office was
the launch of a toolkit on the inclusion of women and effective peace processes at the
Ministerial Council in Bratislava.

It is thanks to women like yourselves and two female EU High RepresentativesA/ice-
Presidents that we have been able to achieve meaningful progress in several areas of the
Dialogue. Many other women have contributed to this effort over the years, including as senior
negotiators for the EU, Pristina and Belgrade. I look foruvard to the contributions that women
will continue to make to this process.

My team and I will continue to integrate a gender dimension into our efforts to help Belgrade
and Pristina achieve a comprehensive and legally binding agreement that settles all
outstanding issues between them. As I have stated on many occasions, the exchange of
territories is not on the agenda for discussion. What we are seeking is an agreement that will
contribute to regional stability, normalise relations between Belgrade and Pristina and help
them move fonruard on their respective European paths.
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