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RWL participation in the UNAOC ministerial conference of SEE 
 
 
RWL delegation, Edita Tahiri, RWL Chair and Memnuna Zvizdic, director of 
Zene Zenama and RWL Steering Committee member participated at the 
United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) Ministerial Conference held 
in Sarajevo on 14 December 2009. 
 
This Conference was the first one organized specifically for the region of 
Southeastern Europe, in attempts of UNAOC to involve the actors of the 
region in accomplishing the mission of building trust and understanding across 
cultures and communities in the region and worldwide.  
 
Initiated by Spain and Turkey in 2005, the United Nations Alliance of 
Civilization is a very active force in promoting greater understanding, respect 
and cooperation among diverse cultures, religions and ethnicities with the goal 
of building sustainable bridges for a better world.  
 
One day Conference in Sarajevo, full of activities in plenary sessions and 
workshops, demonstrated commitment at the highest level to promote further 
good neighborly relations and to enhance intercultural dialogue among the 
countries of South Eastern Europe.  
 
Under the chairmanship of Mr. Jorge Sampaio, the President of UNAOC, and 
Bosnian Foreign Minister Sven Akalaj, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs from 
fourteen countries in the region, along with representatives of Spain, 
Switzerland, Sweden (as EU Presidency) and Brazil (that will host the next 
annual Forum in may 2010) as well as with representatives of UNESCO, IOM, 
the OSCE, the Council of Europe, the European Commission, the Regional 
Cooperation Council and the High Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and  many civil society organization discussed and come up with the strategies 
and action plan for implementing the goals of UNAOC. This conference also 
served as a preparatory regional conference for the forthcoming annual 
Conference to be held in Brazil in May 2010. 
 
The RWL delegation has taken active part at this Conference by taking part at 
Plenary Sessions, by contributing to the discussions on the workshops and 
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meeting important actors of UNAOC with to establish lasting partnership 
between RWL and UNAOC.  
 
In this regard, RWL delegation met with the President of UNAOC, Jorge 
Sampaio. In this meeting, we presented the RWL mission, goals and activities 
and required to establish strategic cooperation with UNAOC. Mr. Sampaio 
expressed his admiration and support for RWL and encouraged joined activities 
in the future. In the meeting with Ms. Helena Barroco, special advisor to Mr. 
Sampaio, we agreed to plan some activities together and promised her to send 
concrete ideas. Further, we met with Mr Jean Pierre Titz from Council of 
Europe, Sabine Kroissenbrunner, Austrian Ministry of Foreign Affaires, Besnik 
Mustafai, Head of UNAOC Albania, Nenad Sebek, Director of Center for 
Democracy and Reconciliation in SEE, etc. 
 
In the workshop on “Education on cultural diversity - Teaching history”, Edita 
Tahiri spoke about the RWL, its composition, mission and accomplishments in 
promoting peace and stability and empowering women. She also stressed the 
importance of RWL‘s role in strengthening interethnic dialogue and building 
trust and reconciliation in the region of SEE.  “RWL supported by UNIFEM is 
becoming the vital voice in building bridges among nations of the Balkans that 
experienced wars and tragedies in the recent past” said Edita Tahiri while 
emphasizing that RWL must be taken as a model for further mobilization of 
peacebuilding potentials in the region.  
 
RWL delegation was also part of the workshop on “New tools for building 
local intercultural citizenship” where it had an opportunitiy to learn of different 
concrete project proposals in this matter. 
 
It is important to note that participation of the RWL delegation in this high 
level Conference offered the unique opportunity to present RWL, strengthen 
connections and what is most important establish cooperation with UNAOC 
with whom we share common goals. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edita Tahiri & Nuna Zvizdic 
 
 

NOTE:  

The United Nations Alliance of Civilizations was established in 2005 at 
the initiative of Spain and Turkey, under the aegis of the United 
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Nations. It seeks to build trust and understanding across cultures and 

communities worldwide. Working with its global network of 
government partners, the Alliance promotes policies and initiatives 

aimed at improving relations between diverse cultural groups through 
National Plans and Regional Strategies. It also works at grassroots 

level, promoting innovative projects in education, youth, media and 
migration in order to build trust, reconciliation and mutual respect 

among diverse communities. 


