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Background:

The Regional Woman's Lobby for Peace, Security and Justice in Southeast Europe (RWL) brings
together women politicians and civil society activists from the region ( seven countries) who are
committed to implementing goals of UNSCR1325 in South East Europe (SEE): deepening
human security, promoting women's rights and participation in decision-making processes and
breaking barriers of ethno-centric politics.

The creation of the Lobby was a response to the growing awareness of the marginalization of
women from decision-making, peace and security processes in the region, concerns over
security and stability issues and different challenges of the women's rights. The RWL's activities
focus on lobbying and advocacy at national, regional and international levels through high level
meetings with politicians, international conferences, seminars, roundtables, press releases and
other actions.

Roundtable Proceedings Report

On 26 March 2013, in Pristina, Kosovo, the Regional Women’s Lobby for peace, security and
justice in Southeast Europe (RWL SEE), organized the Ill-rd Roundtable discussion: “Dialogue
for Normalizing Relations — Perspectives of Women in Kosovo” where the main focus was
to provide a voice to women in Kosova on the ongoing Dialogue on normalization of
relations between Kosova and Serbia, facililtated by EU. This was an interethnic dialogue
between Kosovo women — Albanian as well as Serbian women from the northern part of Kosovo
that presented their democratic thoughts and opinions on the topic of this raoundatble as well as
on their concers on the women’s issues.. RWL members from Kosovo and Serbia have had
previous experience with focusing on this multiethnic perspective of gender issues. They had
visited the towns of Priluzje and Ugljare to engage in dialogues with local women from Albanian
and Serbian communities, Serbian enclaves around Prishtina, such as Gracanica and Obilic, to
talk with Serbian women as a support to the re-integration of Kosovo Serbs with the involvement
of women community leaders. This roundtable was also preceded by two other successful
activities: the 1-st Roundtable held in Prevalle in June 2012, and Il-nd Roundtable dialogue held
in Istanbul, Turkey, on December 2012 between two delegations of women MPs from Kosovo
and Serbia,_which was focused on gender sensitive legislation and its implementation in the two
countries, violence against women as a common concern in the region, and possibilities for
future collaboration and dialogue between the participants and wider representatives of
communities in Kosovo and Serbia.

All three roundtables were organized thanks to generous support of Embassy of Finland in
Prishtina, Kosovo, and continuous support of UN Women.
Participants included RWL members, , MPs, NGO-s and other representatives of civil society, a

Traditionally, the meeting was moderated by UN Women Officer in Charge for Kosovo, Ms.
Flora Macula, who welcomed the participants and expressed her appreciation to Finnish
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Embassy in Kosovo for making possible to get together again with women leaders from Kosovo
and other RWL Members.

The opening remarks were made by the RWL Chair and Deputy Priminister of Kosova, Ms.
Edita Tahiri and the Chargé d’Affairs of Embassy of Finland including Ms. Anne Meskanen, ,
RPresent was also Ms. Adrijana Hodzic, Chief of Administration Office of Mitrovica North

Ms. Tahiri greeted the participants and expressed her belief that this meeting will provide an
opportunity to listen to the views of women in building democratic and multiethnic societies as
well as strengthening the European perspective of all the countries in the region. The future of
the region rests in peace, stability, dialogue and good neighbourly relations amon countries as the
only way of securing development and European future. Our vision for Kosova is
forwardlooking - to make Kosovo safe, prosperous and democratic home for everybody,
integrated in the European Union and euroatlantic community. For these purpose we are working
hard for reforms in all aspects and for the full integration of communities and are particularly
focused on the democratic integration of the serbs of the northern part of our country. She
stressed the importance of women'’s role in helping the full integration of communities. Kosova
is committed to respect the European standards of good neighbourly relations and regional
cooperation, and to for this purpose we have been engaged constructively in Dialogue on
Normalization of relations between Kosova and Serbia, facilitated by EU and supported by US
said Ms. Tahiri expressing the hope for the positive results of this historic process. She
concluded by saying that the past can not be forgotten, but it should be put behind so to not stand
in a way of for building better future. The RWL Chair also emphasized how important and
encouraging was their first meeting in Prevalle, when they have met for the first time, where the
mutual understanding increased and the distance from not knowing each other has diminished.
Subsequently she also informed the participants about the development of II-nd Roundtable in
Istanbul, where women MPs from Serbia and Kosovo gathered together with the aim of
breaking of barrier of mistrust and promoting better understanding between women from Serbia
and Kosovo, enhancing regional cooperation and stability as well as women’s leadership through
the region.

Ms. Anne Meskanen greeted all participants and stressed out the importance of a dialogue, which
leads to trust and cooperation and further leads also to security and democracy. She has also
emphasized the importance of women role in peace building process and expressed her believes
that women will play equally important and beneficial role in the continuation process toward
democratic society. She said that the Finish Embassy was happy it could support such an
important interethnic dialogue among Koova women.

Following a brief introduction of all participants, Serb women from northern part of Kosovo
were given the floor to share their perspectives regarding the dialogue on normalizing relations.
The discussion turned quickly to practical issues of daily life, often connected to scheduled
dissolution of parallel institutions and their integration to governmental structures of Kosovo,
such as health care and health insurance, maternity leave, worries about possibility of retroactive
payment for electricity, education (including the issue of non-recognized diplomas from
University of Mitrovica) or security. Lack of information was identified as a crucial problem of
current development, not only by women of northern Kosovo but even by Albanian women of
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Kosova sharing their concerns about the information vacuum. According to women from
northern part of Kosovo, the atmosphere in the north has never been this tense before - people
are expecting the end of the negotiations and the lack of information created disinformation
about the agreement and expected development. Participants also emphasized that this
information vacuum leads to spreading disinformation in the communities and rise of
speculations, often fabricated by various interest groups. Also the Head of the Mitrovica North
Administrative Office, Ms. Hoxhic has stressed out that the office had never had problems with
ordinary citizens but that they were often manipulated by local extremists. It is crucial to make
local citizens comfortable about their future and share the information that integration is not a
threat.

Hearing the concerns with practical issues, Ms. Tahiri, who is also Chief negotiator in the
Technical Dialogue and part of Kosova Delegation in the ongoing Dialogue, on has provided the
participants first-hand update on the current development of the ongoing dialogue. She has
emphasized that the major aim is that the two countries should establish good neighbourly
relations and any interferences must come to an end. She said that the this dialogue addresses
the dismantlement of Serb illegal structures and the integration of Serbs of northern part into the
Kosova institutions, through democracy and socioeconomic investments, including holding the
local election in the municipalities in north with the OSCE role. She added that EU demands
implementation on the potential agreement reached between parties ,not to leave the agreement
just on a paper. Following the specific practical issues raised by women from northern part of
Kosovo, Ms. Tahiri provided them with very clear and accurate information on the integration
process of Serbs of northern part into the Kosova institutions , and the process of dismantlement
of parallel structures. She has also stressed out that the process of integration shall be positive
process for everyone, the one that provides for rebuilding the trust among government and
citiyens, therefore Government of Kosovo will make every effort for providing favourable
conditions for citizens living in that part of our country.

Regarding the urging need for more information articulated by all participating women, Ms.
Meskanen also promised to stress this issue to her colleagues in Brussels and to ask for more
information to be shared with public. Consequently, Ms. Macula opened a discussion on ways
how to disseminate clear and accurate information to ordinary citizens - issuing information
leaflets and organization of further meetings and roundtables were suggested as some of the most
effective ways. Participants agreed that these alternative meetings, when women could directly
exchange unbiased transparent information, in sincere and open atmosphere, were therefore
highly valuable source of information and participating women were asked to spread the
information received within their communities.

The importance of daily-life issues of people from northern part of Kosovo was also expressed
by the number of people who have already contacted Mitrovica North Administrative Office,
which was already visited by 5000 people (out of 18 000-20 000 local citizens). The Head of the
Administrative Office emphasized that Mitrovica North has their own elites and no one has to
take decisions on their behalf. She has also stressed out that ordinary citizens want to live normal
life and therefore security must be given priority and there is also an urging need for basic civil
facilities such as a cultural centre, a sport centre or a nursing home in the northern part of
Kosovo.
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Apart from issues connected to the dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina and expected
integration process of Serbs of north into Kosovo’s institutions, the roundtable discussion
focused also on issues common to all women in Kosovo, regardless their ethnicity or religion.
Above all, the role of women in politics and women rights in Kosovo were given the highest
importance. It was suggested that to address the low participation of women on decision making
process, it is crucial to enhance the role ofwomen politicians within their political parties as
political parties are “the DNA” of institutions. Women politicians and members of parliament of
Kosovo, Albanian as well as Serb, have also shared their experiences when they were treated just
as a number for a vote, but not being involved in the decision making or power-sharing process.
As one participating MP pointed out, not a single woman is leading any party branch, regardless
the ethnic community. Also the necessity of economic empowerment of women, including
protection of women inheritance rights, was pointed out as a necessary step toward society
securing equal rights to women. The significance of non-political projects tackling gender issues
and their empowerment (such as micro grants, various NGO projects or a mobile mammography
center) were suggested as particularly useful as well as education of judges regarding women
property rights.

Conclusion and Thanks:

To conclude the discussion, Ms. Flora Macula, as a moderator of the discussion, summarized the
main issues raised at the roundtable and thanked to all participants for their sincerity with which
they approached the discussion and for finding the time to participate at the roundtable, although
all of them have very busy schedules. She also appreciated the first hand briefing by the Deputy
Primeminister Edita Tahiri as a direct participant at the Dialogue on normalization providing
clear information regarding the dismantling of the parallel institutions and the process of
integration of communities in Kosova and, to the MPs for expressing their willingness to
cooperate with all Kosovo citizens, including all minorities, and to treat their concerns equally.
The lack of information on the ongoing dialog and its practical outcomes for life in Kosovo was
identified as the most burning issue which needs to be tackled by dissemination of information
among all communities. Similar meetings and discussion were pointed out as a good practice and
therefore participants expressed their hope that similar meetings will continue.

The RWL Chair Ms. Tahiri presented the draft conclusions coming out of the creative and
constructive debate of participants in this meeting. She also thanked all participants for their
contributions and promised that RWL will continue its commitment to help advance women
agenda, focus on the important interethnic issues in the regions, for increasing the women’s role
in peace and security processes and the European integration. Ms. Tahiri expressed special
gratitude to the Embassy of Finland in Prishtina and personally to Ms. Anne Meskanen for the
support of this important RWL project of interethnic dialogue among women of Kosovo as well
as to the UN Women for the continuous support of RWL.

It is important to emphasize that all participants were satisfied with the flow of very open
discussion, friendly atmosphere and readiness for continuous mutual collaboration. They
appreciated the possibility to directly exchange information and practical concerns and they were
ready to continue with this kind of meetings where much-needed information can be exchanged.
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Participants were also informed about the outcomes of the RWL meeting in Istanbul in
December 2012 and the results raised for the possible upcoming activities of the RWL for year
2013, including possibility to organize meeting of MPs from Kosovo and Serbia with the
women from Serbian community from northern part of Kosovo and Preshevo Valley

Last but not least, it is important to underline the positive development in terms of trust,
openness and visibility with which the participants approached the dialog and its outcomes.
Different from the I-st Roundtable “Dialog between women in Kosovo”, held in Prevalle in June
2012, participants this time agreed that the report will be available on RWL websites and that the
adopted conclusions will be send to Prime Ministers of Kosovo Mr. Hasim Thaci, and Serbia,
Mr. Ivica Daci¢, and also to the High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy, Ms. Catherine Ashton (input provided by Ms Tahiri).

The participants of the meeting agreed on the following conclusions:

1. To support the dialogue for normalizing the relations between Kosovo and Serbia,
facilitated by the European Union, which would be in the interest of peace and stability in
the region, on the European perspective for both countries and will be in the interest of all
citizens.

2. To require the full implementation of the seven agreements reached in the technical
dialogue ensuring full freedom of people and goods between the two countries.

3. ltis estimated that the implementation of agreements of the technical dialogue and
possible agreement from the normalization dialogue should ensure security for the
citizens and legal institutions including Administrative Office in Mitrovica North.

4. The dialogue for normalization should result in complete dissolving of the parallel
structures in the north and the integration of citizens of that part to the Kosovo
institutions.

5. The internal dialog should continue and be strengthen especially among women, to create
opportunities for more communication, to increase mutual understanding and trust as well
as to increase transparency regarding agreements reached during the dialogue for
normalization.

6. To increase the attention to the socio-economic conditions in the northern part of the
country including, economic investment, employment, health care, maternity leave,
education and find the adequate way for recognition of diplomas of the University in
Mitrovica North.
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7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

The implementation of development projects in the northern part of the country should be
accomplished with local partners and local NGOs in order to activate the community
there.

To support basic needs including nursing home, gerontology centre, sports and cultural
centres, etc.

The transition process, which will follow the normalization agreement that is expected to
be reached soon, should include credible actors as the Administrative Office inMitrovica

North, NGOs, intellectual elites, etc.

To undertake the preparations for the local elections in four municipalities and develop a
voter awareness campaign for objective voting and for voting the high quality candidates

To empower women and encourage them to participate in the local elections.

To initiate new political parties that bring together people who want to work for a better
future.

To spread the outcomes and awareness of the issues discussed around this roundtable and
share them in the environments and communities in which the participants operate.

7|Page



